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Coal development and countermeasures under the carbon peaking and
carbon neutrality goals

TANG Jue, WANG Jun
(Central Geological Exploration Fund Management Center, Ministry of Natural Resources, Beijing 100830, China)

Abstract: As the largest, most economical and safest energy resource in China, coal is the cornerstone
of China’s energy system, which has long supported the needs of China’s national economy and people’s
living energy, providing a strong guarantee for China’s economic and social development, as well as
national energy security and stability. As China enters a new stage of development, it pays more
attention to the protection of ecological environment while promoting economic development. The
carbon peaking and carbon neutrality strategy is a major strategic decision of the Party Central
Committee to implement environmental protection. It reflects China’s responsibility to promote the
construction of a community with a shared future for mankind, and also puts forward newer and higher
requirements for coal development. In the new situation where the carbon peaking and carbon neutrality
goals forces the green and low-carbon development of coal, the responsibility of ensuring the supply of
coal and supporting the development of new energy is more significant. Based on the current situation of

China ’s energy consumption, studies and analyzes the challenges and reasons for China ’s coal
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development under the carbon peaking and carbon neutrality goals. It then points out that it is necessary

to base on the basic national conditions of coal as the main energy source, takes the carbon peaking and

carbon neutrality goals as guidance, focuses on the work of increasing coal production, ensuring supply

and maintaining stability, promotes the low-carbon transformation development of coal, and coordinates

scientific and technological innovation and talent construction to accelerate the construction of a new

pattern of coal development. It provides useful references for consolidating the “ballast stone”

foundation of coal energy, promoting the low-carbon transformation and high-quality development of

coal, and ensuring national energy security and harmonious economic and ecological progress.

Keywords: coal; increase production and ensure supply; energy safety; carbon peaking and carbon

neutrality goals; carbon reduction; energy conservation and emission reduction; clean utilization
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Fig.1 Proportion of coal production in Shanxi, Shaanxi, Inner

Mongolia and Xinjiang in the whole country from 1978 to 2022
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Fig. 2 Total energy consumption in China from 2016 to 2022
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